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my own way I was confronted with
those feelings.

I do not think that any of us could
say that we have suffered the kind of
tragedy which the Kosovar Albanians
have suffered. And it is true that the
world community has a responsibility
to do everything it can to try to repair
their shattered lives. We had a moral
responsibility to take steps that
stopped the destruction of Kosovo. We
have a moral responsibility to bring
about a peaceful resolution there. But I
believe that right at the beginning, our
responsibility rested on understanding
the primacy of international law as ex-
pressed through the United Nations
and through the U.N. Security Council
and through the Geneva Convention,
and through the Hague and through the
United States Constitution, Article 1,
section 8.

Now, ultimately military solutions
are not adequate. Ultimately truly
peaceful structures, we can call them
democratic structures, must be in
place. We had that opportunity more
than a year ago. We remember when
100,000 people marched through the
streets of Belgrade protesting the re-
gime, asking for support, asking for an
opportunity to uphold democratic val-
ues, asking for a chance to keep their
media free, to keep their exercise of
basic rights as part of their ongoing
civic life. And yet that movement did
not receive the support which the
world community owed it. But peaceful
structures must be put in place, not-
withstanding the massive destruction,
and the international community has
agreed to participate in the rebuilding
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.
But with that rebuilding must come
democratic structures so people can
live, people can worship, people can
work, people can play and people can
live out their lives. And so it is appro-
priate for the State Department, work-
ing with the United Nations, to begin
to work to negotiate transitional gov-
ernment structures. To do less while
simply giving lip service to humani-
tarian efforts is a cruel hoax. It has
been said before and it should be said
again, until the leadership in Belgrade
is replaced through a democratic proc-
ess, it will be very difficult to be able
to have a lasting peace.

Now, the Bible says, ‘‘You shall know
the truth, and the truth shall set you
free.’’ We have to be seekers of the
truth about what happened in the Bal-
kans, so we do not repeat the same
mistakes. And so that we can create
new possibilities for peace. Let our
country be seekers of the truth in our
own land and in our own foreign policy,
so that we can all see the light, when
the light of truth shines through the
darkness and the darkness will not
overcome truth. Such is always the
promise of America when we live by
the ideals upon which this country was
founded, the ideals of truth, the ideals
of justice, freedom of religion, freedom
of speech.

As we strive to become one Nation
with liberty for all, one Nation with

justice for all, one Nation with freedom
of speech for all, one Nation with free-
dom of religion for all, let us remember
that unity is something that all of us
seek after, a transcendent unity of
higher purpose. So let us strive for a
government which strives for peace.
And let us have a government which
protects the freedom of all to worship,
let us have a government which prac-
tices toleration, let us have a govern-
ment which stands against discrimina-
tion, let us have a government which
makes us always proud of our Nation,
let us have a government which fulfills
the promise of one of America’s great-
est Presidents, Abraham Lincoln, who
spoke of a government of the people, by
the people and for the people.

In America, the beauty of this coun-
try is that we are always creating a
new Nation. Years ago we spoke of cre-
ating a Nation conceived in liberty.
Today we create a new Nation again.
And in this new millennium, which we
are advancing towards, we can create a
new millennium where peace, not war,
is the imperative, begun in unity,
where those who seek truth, where
those who know truth and have found
truth unite their thoughts across reli-
gions and cultures, drawing from the
universality of the human condition
and the higher consciousness which is
the impulse of a universe that calls us
forward.

Now, there is real power in that kind
of America, power that transcends a
$270 billion military budget. There is
real power in a kind of America where
we live by our ideals, where we stand
by the spiritual principles which our
founders held dear. This recognition
would lead us to create a harmony that
would dissipate the inevitability of war
and consecrate the inevitability of
peace.

As we move towards a new millen-
nium, we can summon a new creativity
and thought, a new vibration and feel-
ing, a new consciousness which will
help us create new worlds. It is time
for us to think in terms of studying
peace as we would study war. We have
a war college. There ought to be a col-
lege for peace. We ought to spend more
time in this country studying conflict
resolution and mediation, at local,
State and at the Federal level, so we
can teach people, even in the schools,
how to deal with their feelings, teach
people how to respect each other’s
rights, make ours a quest for some-
thing that we have not even been able
to grasp, a new condition for peace.

Perhaps it is time for a Department
of Peace, as we have a Department of
Defense, where the impact of every
government decision, particularly with
respect to the work of the Department
of Defense, is studied finely as to what
its effect would be on peace. I mean, if
1 percent of the Federal budget would
be used for such a department, 1 per-
cent of the Federal budget used for the
military, that is, 1 percent of $270 bil-
lion, we would have enough to make a
major beginning in a new millennium

towards promoting tolerance which
comes from understanding. Because
once people understand, there will be
more tolerance. Once people under-
stand, there will be more acceptance,
because acceptance follows knowledge
and leads to the brotherhood and sis-
terhood of all. We could move together
to create peace, not the peace of the
grave which we are all too familiar
with in the tragedies we have wit-
nessed, but the peace of a joyful life,
not just peace which is a cessation of
war but peace which is something more
innate, peace which is inside each one
of us, peace inside which no one can
take away, an inner peace which we in
turn give to the world.
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Peace on earth truly begins within
each of us, and that inner peace which
makes each of us is a source of peace in
the world which we extend to those
who are persecuted, which we extend to
those who hate us, which we extend to
those who misunderstand us, which we
extend to those, until their hearts open
up and their eyes open up, my fellow
Americans, our arms open up and we
embrace each other as brothers and sis-
ters, and we hold each other in a tri-
umph of love, in a triumph of universal
peace; Muslims, Christians, Jews, Bud-
dhists, black, white, yellow, red,
brown, brothers and sisters.

Mr. Speaker, peace.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MCHUGH (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today until 7 p.m., on ac-
count of attending a funeral in his dis-
trict.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KIND, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SMITH of Washington, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Ms. NAPOLITANO, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut, for 5

minutes, today.
Ms. BERKLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DUNCAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mrs. BIGGERT, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. PORTMAN, for 5 minutes, on June

10.
Mr. SHUSTER, for 5 minutes, today.


